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Field Projects Update

Founder, Board Member and engineering
professor Dr. Ed Pejack from the USA re-
cently worked with artisans in Aisha, Ethiopia,
and Kakuma, Kenya, Refugee Camps to ex-
plore ways to make solar cookers in or near the
camps.

Aisha was excited that 1500 cookers had
just cleared customs after being held many
months, and would eventually be transported to
their remote camp. By the time these cookers
have been distributed we hope to have devel-
oped ways to make cookers for the rest of the
families and for all future needs right in or near
the camp. Chief Moustapha suggested Ed work
with the adobe artisan in Aisha but there were
no early successes,

In Kakuma, the camp’s population has
swelled to 60,000, and an estimated 5,000
more families could benefit from solar cookers.
Ed conferred with Women’s Program Director
for Lutheran World Services, Hellen Lipo, sev-
eral of the trainers, and staff at the Don Bosco
Vocational Center.

The work exploring local materials for
cookers went slowly. At one point they realized
that a certain metallized plastic material was

New Decade. New Step

SCl is proud to announce the hiring of our first
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not working well, Ed says, and “Suddenly, like
a miracle Gladys, former Project Coordinator,
appeared. She was carrying a gift she asked me
to take to one of SCI’s other volunteer trainers.
The small wooden statue was wrapped in shiny
material similar to the ‘space blankets’ sold in
US camping stores. It turns out this shiny mate-
rial is available in Kenya as gift wrap!” The
group quickly used the wrap and a woven
sleeping mat to make a new cooker. Its perfor-
mance didn’t match the CooKit but the materi-
als show promise.

In both Aisha and Kakuma the plastic cuffs
proved to be unsuitable with Kenya pots, as a
replacement for the high temperature bags.
However, those with Continued on page 2

Fourteen hundred and thirty-five members
provide most of SCI's support. The more mem-
bers we add, the more we can hasten the spread
of solar cooking to those who need it most.
Let’s do a GREAT MEMBER HUNT.

There are many ways to hunt new members,
and it is painless for both you and them.

For example, find one or more new members
among friends, family, and organizations you
belong to and SCI will honor you by sending a

East Africa Coordinator, Ms. Margaret Owino, in
Nairobi, Kenya. Ms, Owino, SCI’s first non- refugee
staff in Africa, brings an extensive background in ed-
ucation, administration and environmental issues.

For the next two years Ms. Owino will work with
SCI trainers in three refugee camps to complete the
critical adaptation processes in each site and oversee
expanding operations to reach 20,000 more families
with solar cooking instruction in these camps.

Thereafter the East Africa office will expand
to develop training and consultation services that
will be widely accessible to the many interested
groups that are requesting them. Until then SCI's
USA office will continue to handle most inquiries and corre-
spondence from the region and to provide educational materi-
als and consultation by mail.

gift subscription of Solar Cooker Review to an
educational organization overseas. Here’s how
it works: Your
friend or group
sends $40 to-
gether with a
note that says:

M. Owino, East Afric
Coordinator

Look for
more hunt hints inside. ™=y
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President’s Corner

Ficld projects in cast Africa
continue to be our prime
focus for the next several
years as we complete the
local adaptation of cookers
and cooking methods. About
halfway through a five-year
process, we expect in two or
three years to have a
meaningful, thorough
mcasure of the uscfulness

of solar cooking in these sun-
rich. fucl-scarce regions. Results will be widely shared so
wheels need not be reinvented by others.

We are excited about Margaret C.A. Owino. SCI's new stafl
in Kenya. Her work will accelerate progress in the camps and
hasten the day when SCI can help develop the first of several.
regional resource centers where training, consultation and
teaching materials are adapted to local climates and cultures.
The bottom line is local empowerment.

Technology transfer takes time; this has been the experience
of fucl-efficicnt stoves, hay boxes and even microwaves!
Supporting long-range visionary cfforts takes patient and
steadfast courage. Most funding sources need quick results.
You and I, as SCI members, are vilal to bringing this long-
range vision Lo reality. Give yoursell a pat on the back.
Please also join the GREAT MEMBER HUNT (see page 1).
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Solar Cooker Review

The Solar Cooker Review is published two or three times a year to ex-
change.information from around the world on solar cookers’ uses, dis-
semination strategies, educational materials, and adaptations to diverse
social and cultural needs. From time to time we cover related topics such
as women’s issues, trees, wood shortages, health, nutrition, air pollution,
environment and climates.

The Solar Cooker Review is sent to all who contribute money or news
about solar cooker projects. Single copies are sent free to selected li-
braries and groups overseas.

We welcome reports and commentary related to solar cookers for pos-
sible inclusion, These may be edited for clarity or space. Please cite
sources for data where possible. We will gladly credit your contribution.
Send to SCI REVIEW, 1919 21st St., Suite #101, Sacramento, CA 95814
USA, fax 916-455-4498, Email sci@igc.org

This publication emerged from two: The Solar Cookers International
(SCI) Newsletter and the Solar Box Journal of Solar Box Cookers North-
west (SBCN). Bev Blum is the editor with assistance from Jim Arwood,
and layout and design are donated by IMPACT Publications in Medford,
OR, USA. SCI is a mostly-volunteer, nonprofit group whose mission is to
spread solar cooking to benefit people and environments.

Honoring Others

Negar Safapour won a research competition at California
State University, Sacramento, for work on water pasteurization
with Dr. Bob Metcalf. She donated the $100 prize to SCI!
Congratulations and many thanks, Negar.

SpE'Cia, thanks to The Greenville Foundation and the
First Unitarian Church of Stockton for gifts of $10,000 and
$2,000 respectively for Africa field projects.

The Ruben and Elisabeth Rausing Trust has given a
second grant of $40,650.

Field PrOj @CtS continued from page 1

cuffs could possibly cook with any clear plastic bag. A cuff
around the pot inside an ordinary plastic bag could keep it
from touching the hot pot.

In Dadaab supplies were held up many months because all
roads were washed out by the El Nifio floods. Many cookers
were lost in the floods and half the camp had to relocate. Our
first task is to replace those lost, with the help of groups such
as First Unitarian Church of Stockton, California, USA. Only
then can we get back to reaching new families.

In Zimbabwe, thanks to the Bulawayo Rotary Club, the
Hlekweni Training Center, and the work of Rotarian Wilfred
Pimentel, work continues in Ntabazinduna.

The exchanges of ideas and the searches continue at each
site, as a foundation for future, wider dissemination and com-
mercially successful production and promotion. As we note
elsewhere, this adaptation process is being done “in a fish
bowl]” with many interested organizations watching and doubt-
ing it can be done. We are about halfway through this five year
process in two of the sites and nearer the beginning in the
other two.

When we finish we will know much better than we do now
how much time and how much money is needed to introduce
solar cookers in a new site. This information will be widely
shared with all interested groups.

We are proud that over 11,000 families have been
reached to date, and note that it was done almost entirely
by women from those communities, with low budgets, and
with the help of many SCI volunteers and members.

MOVING? Pplease let us know your new address. It costs

us $1 US to pay for your returned newsletter and re-send it.

Contributors to this Review Many thanks for

it Layout by Dave Ruppe, Impact Publications, Medford, OR, USA.
3t Editing assistance by Jim Arwood

3 Dr. Bob Metcalf’s special report



