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SCI’s New Executive Director

The SCI Board is pleased to announce the
hiring of Mr., Terry Grumley as SCI’s new
Executive Director. A native of Wisconsin,
USA, Terry earned his bachelor’s degree in
engineering at the US Naval Academy and a
second bachelor’s degree and a master’s
degree in management at Sonoma State
University in California.

Terry brings a wealth of international
development experience to SCI. For the past
13 years, Terry worked for PLAN
International, a global, child-focused organi-
zation bringing long-term development pro-
grams to communities and families. PLAN
has 14 donor countries at present, with
Childreach being its US member. PLAN cur-
rently helps more than one million children
and families in 42 developing countries.
Terry began his work with PLAN as an

Threshold 2000

There is a “rising chorus of requests from
Kenyan organizations...that SCI should plan
to move into non-refugee communities as
well,” reports SCI’s East Africa Regional
Coordinator Margaret C.A. Owino. (See
“East Africa Update” p. 6)

Margaret and SCI are carefully considering
whether responding to these requests should
be a strong new focus in the near future. SCI
has been heading in this direction for several
years, by building a track record in East
Africa with a life-transforming product and a
dissemination method based on local
empowerment.

In 1993, SCI identified the need to go
beyond its first function—that of a world
clearinghouse sharing solar cooking research

Terry and wife Maria Villanueva

Assistant Program Director in Honduras. He
then served as PLAN’s country representa-
tive first in Haiti, then in the Dominican
Republic, For the past five years Terry has
been the Country Director in Zambia, where

he was responsible  Continued on page 2

information, self-help manuals and links to
solar cooking promoters. To make a greater
difference, SCI needed to make solar cook-
ing resources available inside the regions
where needed most—sunny areas with seri-
ous cooking-fuel shortages. East Africa was
selected as the place to start, with Nairobi,
Kenya, considered a likely base.

In 1994, SCI developed the low-cost
“CooKit” solar cooker, raised over $80,000
to launch a pilot solar cooking project in an
East African refugee camp, and began meet-
ing with organizations in Kenya and explor-
ing project possibilities. In January, 1995,
with cooperation from the Lutheran World
Federation (LWF) and the United Nations
High Commissioner  Continued on page 2
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President’s Corner

Dr. Norge Jerome

Solar Cookers International is very
pleased to announce the selection of a
new Executive Director to guide and
expand our work into the next millen-
nium. Mr. Terry Grumley brings to his
new position with SCI vast experience
in international development—includ-
ing fieldwork in Honduras, Haiti and
the Dominican Republic and service as Country Director
for PLAN International in Zambia. Welcome, Terry
Grumley.

I must extend sincerest thanks to my colleagues on the
Executive Director Search Committee who worked very
diligently for months, reviewing scores of applications and
interviewing many promising candidates. Many thanks
also to John Collentine, who served as Interim Executive
Director from April to October while the process of finding
a permanent Executive Director went forward.

These past seven months have been a period of expand-
ed responsibility for all, and our dedicated staff have con-
tinued forward, especially in East Africa, where our
Coordinator, Margaret Owino, has done a masterful job of
guiding our field projects. Several articles in this issue of
the Solar Cooker Review reflect Margaret’s talent and ded-
ication in putting solar cooking skills into the hands of
refugees.

After seven years on the SCI Board (two as Board
President) | must step down, in accordance with our
bylaws. It has been a pleasure and honor to serve with the
fine humanitarians who make up SCI’s leadership and
membership. And please be certain, that I will continue to
strongly support SCI’s mission of spreading simple solar
cooking skills that let people help themselves while help-
ing the environment. Thank you, all. It has been a great
seven years, but the best is still to come.

Contributors to this Review

3t Dave Ruppe, Impact Publications, Medford, OR, USA,
for design and layout.

3t Bill Lankford, for report on international conference

%t Bev Blum, for project information

% Tom Sponheim, for email discussion group information
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for opening a new PLAN program. In addition, he and his
wife Maria were Peace Corps Volunteers in Guatemala,
where Terry was a business advisor to an agricultural
cooperative.

Terry met the board of directors during SCI’s annual
October retreat and planning session held in Sacramento,
California. We are excited to have Terry’s leadership as we
move into a new century.

I would like to thank the following board members for
their dedication and efforts as part of the Executive
Director Search Committee: Co-chair Elvira Williams,
Norge Jerome, Claude Thau, Linda Helm Krapf, and Jay
Campbell.

During the challenging transition period SCI was fortu-
nate to have former Board President John Collentine serv-
ing as acting Executive Director. His exceptional work and
always-ready smile kept SCI on track. Also crucial in the
transition period was the assistance of former Executive
Director Bev Blum. And what a superb office staff SCI
has—Virginia Callaghan, Ramon Kevin Coyle, and Kevin
Porter!

Bob Metcalf, Co-chair,
Executive Director Search Committee
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for Refugees (UNHCR), SCI began its first refugee field
project in a camp at Kakuma, Kenya. Three more pilot
projects—elsewhere in Kenya, in Ethiopia and in
Zimbabwe—were launched in the next two years.

With refugees leading the project within the Kakuma
camp, solar cooking is manifestly proving its worth in
fighting hunger, as thousands of families use their CooKits
to supplement meager firewood rations.

In 1997, SCI passed the $200,000 per year mark in
donations and was able to seek a fulltime East Africa coor-
dinator based in Nairobi. In March, 1998, Margaret Owino
was hired. Over 5,000 refugees in Kakuma have received
solar cooking training each year since Margaret began
strengthening SCI’s presence in the field.

In 1999, Margaret opened the East Africa Office in
Nairobi, Kenya—SCI’s much awaited base. With the sup-
port of SCI’s tried and true member/donors in coming
months, a growing East African resource center will
emerge from that base to serve East African demand for
solar cooking skills. What a gift for the new century!



