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Clark and Eleanor Shimeall were
honoredat SCI’s 11th Annual Meetingfor
their twenty yearsof work with solar cook
ing. The Orderof Excellencerecognizes
thoseindividuals whosesustainedefforts
havecontributedmost to empoweringpeo
ple to cook food andpasteurizewaterwith
solar energy.Thethreeprevioushonorees
areBarbaraKerr, SherryCole, andBob
Metcalf.

ClarkandEleanorhaveinspiredmany
othersto solarcook. They alsohaveserved
on SCI’s Board, ClarkasPresident.They
haveleadfund raisingefforts andalsocon
ductedsolar cookingdemonstrationsin the
USA, Mexico and Guatemala.Proceeds
from Eleanor’spopularsolarcookbook
havebeendonatedto SC!, andSCI’s en
dowmentwasestablishedby Eleanorand
hersister,Eloise Norton, in memoryof
their mother,Mary CourterEuwer.

A specialsurprisefor the Shimeallswas
the announcementof The Shimeall Special
ResponseFund,established
by friendsof the Shimealls.A sum of
$23,700wasraisedto date.Since SCI’s

small budgetis tightly allocatedeachyear,
this fund will allow theBoardto respond
quickly to selected,unexpectedopportuni
ties as they arise.

SCI Field Projects Updates
In two refugeecamps,KakumaandAisha,SC! is be

ginningto build long-termsustainabilityby 1 turning
managementoverto local organizations,2 encouraging
local entrepreneursto provide replacementsuppliesongo
ing,3 helpingsetup supportsystemsfor local trainers
andpromotionalorganizations.

In thelast few monthstheUnited NationsHigh Com
missionerfor Refugeeshasconductedevaluationsof solar
cookingprojectsin Kenya,Ethiopia,andPakistan.SCI
hasalso conductedseveralassessmentsin Kenya.None
of thereportsis yet available,but thefindings clearly af
firm that solarcookersareusedregularlyandappreciated
by refugees,who can cookmost of the local staples8-9
monthsof the year.With evenonecookerper family
woodsavingsappearto be 15-20per cent.Theremaining
challengeis to demonstratesustainabilityandcost-effec
tiveness.

SC!’s first pilot projectwasin Kakuma Refugee
Camp in northwestKenya.To dateabout8,000 families
havereceivedsolar cookersand instruction.An estimated
6,000 remainto beserved.Recentconflicts in southern
Sudanhavebroughtlarge, new influxes of Sudanese.Also
15,000Somali refugeesfrom easternKenyawere recently
transferred.Thusthe camphasdoubledin sizesincewe
beganin 1995.

KakumaCampis managedby LutheranWorld Federa
tion LWF. RecentlyLWF agreedto integratethe solar
cookingprojectinto its ongoingcommunitydevelopment
programs,andwe areworking with themto transferman
agementof suppliesandstaffto assureongoingsupport
for the refugeewomentrainers.

DadaabCampin easternKenyahasa temporary
windfall from a US governmentgrant to supplywoodfor
cookingfuel. Previouslyabout Continuedonpage4
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SCI’s missionis to
spreadsolar cooking
to benefitpeopleand

environments. EleanorandClark Shimeall
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President’s Corner
Dr. Norge Jerome

SolarCookersInternationalis
small andtheworld’s needfor solar
cooking is great.Ourfield projects
havedemonstratedthat solarcookers
areuseful,appreciated,andwell-used
by peoplein sunny,fuel-scarceareas,
andalsothat family savingsin time,
work andmoneyaresignificant.

What remainsis to fully transferresponsibilityandsup
port from SC! to local agenciesfor long-termsustainabil
ity of solarcookingprojects.Supportfrom SCI to local
agenciesincludesmaintainingsystemsfor replacementof
suppliesand, wherepossible,helping individual trainers
build successfulbusinessesteachingaboutandselling
solarcookers.When this is accomplished,we can turn our
efforts to helpingotherorganizationsbeginnewprojects.

On behalfof the manythousandsof peoplewho havea
new skill to maketheir lives abit easier,I would like to
saythanksonceagain to ourdedicatedmembersandsup
porters.We havecomea long waywith your help.We
will staythe courseandmultiply theseaccomplishments
with your continuedassistance.

Volunteer of the Year
Dr. BarbaraKnud

sonis SCI’s 1998
Volunteerof the Year.
Her contributions
this yearwereabun
dant: shevolunteered
her time to conduct
severalstudiesof the
solarcookingproject
in KakumaRefugee
Campseeherarticle
elsewherein this Re- 1997 Volunteerof the YearBarby
view. Pulliam left and 1998honoree

Dr. Knudsonwasa Dr. Barbara Knudson
keynotespeakerat
SCI’s first conference,held in 1989 in Washington,DC.
From 1992-97Barbaranot only servedasa hard-working
Boardmember,ademandingjob by itself, but alsowasour
key, pioneerlauncherof ourrefugeetrainingproject in
KakumaRefugeeCamp.Shealso assistedthelaunchingof
asolarcookingproject in DadaabCampandtheUNESCO
projectin Zimbabwe.We aregratefulfor her follow-up
evaluationsof the KakumaProject.Shehasalsorepre
sentedSC! on numerousoccasionsin manycountries.

SC! is deeplygratefulfor the dedication,multiple pro
fessionalskills, countlesshoursandother supportBarbara
hasgivento SC!.

Honoring Others
SCI’s HONOR ROSTER: individualshonoredby gifts
in their name:

SherryCole
Clark & EleanorShimeall
GordonWilliamson,USA

SCI’s MEMORIAL ROSTER
The two most recentmemorialgifts weresentby Mrs.

RichardsonOkie in memoryof Ruth BeardsleeNew
combeandPatsyW. Mrs. David Raudenbush.

SC! sendscondolencesto Erma E. Herrerawhosehus
band,David, recentlypassedaway. Shestill enjoysthe
solarcookerhebuilt for her, oneof severalhe built which
arestill enjoyedby children andgrandchildren.

Otherswhosememory hasbeenhonoredby gifts to SCI:
ImogeneHydeAlexieff, USA
David Ciochetti, USA
Ann Curtis, USA
RobertBob Dibble,USA
HowardDresbach,USA
Mary CourterEuwer,USA
ElaineImus, USA
PabloFrank, USA
Cecil Gomez,USA
Marjorie R. Green,USA
BarbaraHartley, USA
Gerri deGraaf,USA
Prof. GeorgeMetcalf, USA
Molly Mills, USA
GeorgeandGertrudeProsser,USA
TudorRoberts,ZIMBABWE
Dr. RichardShoupe,USA
Mae andOmarSmith, USA
Nebaj Spitzer-Nadeau,MEXICO
JeromeTuckerStewart,USA
Mary 0. Wilson, USA

Hats Off to St. Martin’s Table
The volunteer serversat St. Martin’s Table in Min

neapolis,MN, USA, donatetheir tips eachmonth andon
specialoccasionsto hunger-relatedcauses.Tips collected
for the month of June1998, $1593.81,were designated
for thework of SolarCookersInternationalin the
KakumaRefugeeCamp.Ourveryspecialthanksto Mark
J. Kile andall the othervolunteersthat madethis possible.

Contributors to this Review
Many thanksfor designandlayout donatedby Dave
Ruppe,ImpactPublications,Medford,OR, USA, and
Dr. BarbaraKnudson’ssummaryof studiesin Kakuma
RefugeeCamp.


