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Africa Project

SClI is planning a meeting of solar cooking leaders in Kenya in
September 1994. Purposes will be to exchange information about
current solar cooker programs, identify local needs related to support
services, and explore network-building and collaboration. There will
also be training for trainers. More information will be sent soon to
solar cooker promoters in Kenya. Recommendations from this meet-
ing will form the basis for future collaboration.

Our Africa Fund Campaign is seeking two-year pledges of $1 and
$5 per week to raise $134,000 beyond our Annual Program Fund
over the next two years to support such collaboration. Please watch
for a letter inviting your help.

Name Change

At its October meeting, the Board of Directors voted to change
our name from Solar Box Cookers International (SBCI) to Solar
Cookers International (SCI).

This change affirms our focus on people’s needs and on solar
cooking benefits, rather than on specific solar cooking devices. We
place no limits on the search for solar cooking devices, methods, and
applications that will be the most useful and most widely available.
We recognize the need for regionally diverse adaptations and modifi-
cations based on close work directly with users.

Our mission continues unchanged - to spread solar cooking to
benefit people and environments worldwide. We are the same tax-
exempt nonprofit corporation, and there is no change in tax-
deductibility of donations. We are at the same location with the same
staff and dedicated volunteers.

We value our heritage of simple, box-type solar cookers that can
be hand-crafted without special skills or materials. We note the box
form is preferred by a majority of solar cooks worldwide, and it con-
tinues as our primary teaching tool as of now, but we also continually
seek alternatives that may be even more convenient and economical.

Why “cookers” instead of “cooking” in the name? Solar cookers
can be adapted to a myriad of other household and business applica-
tions besides cooking: pasteurizing water, general water heating,
dying wool, preserving food, drying wood, etc.

Solar Cookers International reaffirms its goal that by the year
2000, 2.4 billion people will know about solar cooking.

ALSO NOTE OUR NEW FAX NUMBER: (916)444-5379.

SECOND WORLD CONFERENCE
On Solar Cooker Use & Technology

JULY 12-15, 1994 IN HEREDIA, COSTA RICA
(See Multipliers’ News Swap, p. 3-7)
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From the President

Newly-elected President, Clark
Shimeall, is an SCI Founder and a long-
time volunteer and solar cook. Clark is
also a retired geologist, professor and
college administrator. His wife, Eleanor,
is also a Founder and author of
Eleanor’s Solar Cookbook, now in its
second printing. Clark and Eleanor often
give workshops and recently helped a
Girl Scout troop build solar ovens and
water heaters to earn a special “Caring
for the Earth” 80th Girl Scout Birthday
Patch. They also hold solar-cooked patio dinners to introduce
solar cooking to their friends. He writes:

The adjacent cartoon reminds me of the ancient cliff
dwelling peoples of the Southwestern United States. Their
dwelling sites were mostly located on the south-facing cliffs of
canyons predominately oriented east-west. Thus the dwellings
were exposed to the low-angle sun’s rays during the winter
months, but were protected by rock-overhangs from the higher
angle sun’s rays during the summer. Greek solar design prin-
ciples from the 4th century B.C. to the Ist century A.D. archi-
tecturally reflected the same ideas for using solar energy.

The “anasazi,” the ancient ones, probably used wood fires
to augment their warming needs, but their resourcefulness in
using the sun for supplying most of their basic warming needs
(as well as curing meat) serves as an example for us today.
Ironically, the move from solar energy to wood burning was
thought of as progress, but today, we are suggesting the need
to reverse the energy usage equation if the planet is to survive,

Solar energy - good for us, good for
the planet. Thanks to all of you who are
involved with us in promoting this mes-
sage.
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MARY COURTER EUWER MEMORIAL FUND

Our new Mary Courter Euwer Memorial
Endowment Fund has grown to $25,000 with a
gift from her daughter, Eloise Norton, sister of
the endowment founder Eleanor Shimeall.
Eloise is also a long-time solar cook who has
generously shared her experience with others.

Endowment Founders

Eleanor Shimeall Eloise Norton

“Why can’t you be satisfied with solar
energy like everybody else?”

from The Rotarian

A gift was received for the Gertrude
Prosser Memorial Fund by her daughter and
good friend of SCI, Gwyne Smith.

1993-1994 GOALS

THANK YOU! Extra efforts at the end of
the year by the Major Donors Committee and
other good friends of SCI put us OVER THE
TOP in our 1993 fund raising goal of $85,000!

You, our faithful members, contributed over
$86,000 in addition to the $25,000 endowment, compared to
$67,000 last year. BRAVI!

SCI’s work is almost entirely supported by membership
donations and from sales of educational materials in the U.S.
Our overhead costs remain remarkably low at 16%.

Our 1994 Goal is to raise $100,000 from memberships.
We’re asking all donors to consider a 20% increase in their gift
this year to help us continue ongoing services including
response to requests for information from thousands of people
and organizations in developing countries; consultation for
adapting solar cookers and educational materials to diverse
regions; and communication networks to link solar cooking
expertise within regions. Newsletters and consultation are ben-
efits of membership. Can we count on you?

We need your help. In addition to your own membership
please ask several friends to join. Perhaps an organization you
belong to would like to support these programs and be listed in
our newsletter.



