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Belize and Honduras, funded by the Thrasher Research « Latin American/Caribbean Conference,
Fund. Our three partner agencies are Belize Enterprise for P ;
Sustainable Technology (BEST), the Women's Entrepre- June 8-11, 1993, in Honduras (see

neurial Development Organization (ODEF) in Honduras, insert)
and Katalysis, a north-south agency-building organization. « 1993 Census of Multiphers (see
The following are some of the early findings: ODEF Multipliers' NEWS SWAP)
believes one Honduran community has reached the “critical
mass” of solar cooks for solar cooking to continue spreading * Plan It for the Planet — Schools Focus on
spontaneously. Humidity and unpredictable clouds make Solar Cooking

solar cooking difficult in some regions. Materials to build « New teaching tools
cookers are often still too expensive and hard to get. One

goal of the Thrasher Project is to identify regionally * Call for papers for Second World Con-
appropriate materials for durable, low cost cookers. Other ference, July 12-15, 1994, in Costa Rica
tasks of the Thrasher Project for 1993 include:

* the third year of household interviews in Belize and
Honduras and analysis of the results

* the Latin American/Caribbean Conference on Solar C AMPAIGN FOR

Cooking Use and Technology in Honduras June 9-11, 1993.

* continued outreach to households, schools and other AFRIC A NE'IWORKS
agencies in Honduras and Belize,

* arevision of our Leader's Manual to incorporate the results

and new wisdom gained through the Thrasher Project. To meet its 1995 goals SBCI is launching a campaign
to raise $4.3 million over the next three years. Key
components of SBCI's plan include regional networks and
resource centers in the Americas, Africa and Asia.

With many new solar cooking projects by many
organizations in Latin America and a Latin American
Conference scheduled for next June, a beginning of a Latin
American information exchange network is already forming.

To build the same strength-through-collaboration
among groups in equatorial East and West Africa that want
to promote solar cooking, SBCI is launching a special
campaign, AFRICA NETWORKS. Wider use of solar cooking
will ease Africa’s growing fuel shortages and environmental
problems. For AFRICA NETWORKS SBCI will seek to raise
$1.4 million. Please consider being a pioneer donor by
sending a gift in any amount earmarked for "AFRICA
NETWORKS." These funds will be used directly for
activities in East and West Africa. Watch for more details.

ODEF sra_ﬂ" who give solar cooker workshops Hond uras

PLAN IT FOR he children’s cable network, NICKELODEON, has joined Children’s Earth Fund to
co-host the first Kids' Earth Summit at Nickelodeon Studios in Orlando, FL on
THE PLANET: April 16-18, 1993. Fifty student delegates from across the USA will discuss
environmental concerns and plan specific actions for their schools, communities and

Kids wOrld the nation. Among the special features will be a session on building a solar cooker and

a solar-cooked luncheon. SBCI volunteers Don Coan, Barbara Jodry, and Bob and
C ‘l Heather Larson will assist.
OunCl In a companion project, fourteen teaching kits have been sent to schools overseas.
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Recently the world's attention has focused on the
plight of Somalia. Although current problems there
are made worse by anarchy, if peace arrived
tomorrow there would still be long-term ecological
problems which are not being addressed in Somalia
or in many other poor countries worldwide. One of
these critical problems is to provide energy for basic
human needs such as cooking food.

In October 1989 I was in Somalia to hold a
workshop on solar box cookers as part of a World
Food Day project with the U.N. Food and
Agricultural Organization (FAO). FAO had estimated
that in Somalia the remaining trees, which were
being cut and converted into charcoal to supply the
cities with fuel, would be gone by the year 2000. In
other words, if food is available in Mogadishu in the
year 2000, how will people cook it?

Often when aid agencies think of food security
they overlook the coequal need for energy to cook
the food. This oversight hampers other development
efforts and contributes to environmental refugees.

An energy inventory in East Africa quickly reveals
only one abundant and renewable energy source in
the region — sunshine. Approximately 300 days a
year it could be used to cook food and pasteurize
water in Somalia. The fate of Somalis and over 2
billion people worldwide depends, in part, on SBCI's
message: with sunshine and a solar box cooker there
is an environmentally benign and sustainable
alternative to fire. Our challenge is to spread this
information worldwide and to encourage appropriate
adaptations to local building materials, recipes and
introduction strategies.

I want to profoundly thank the hundreds of you
who have donated time, talent, and money to
support SBCI's efforts. You share the vision that
things can be different and understand the urgent
need to make a difference.

As I start my 16th year of regular solar cooking |
wish you many sunny days in 1993,

- Bob Metcalf, Board President

Newsletter typesetting donated by
Impact Publications of Ashland. Oregon.

SECOND WORLD
CONFERENCE

— Call for Papers -

The second World Conference on Solar Cooking Use
and Technology will be held at the Universidad Nacional
in San Jose, Costa Rica, July 12-15, 1994. Professor
Shyam S. Nandwani, Director of the Solar Energy Section
in the Physics Department, is chairing the planning
committee,

The committee encourages proposals in English or
Spanish for papers . panel discussions and exhibits on all
topics related to solar cookers, including technology,
uses, cultural factors in acceptance, reports of field
projects, health and nutrition issues, and dissemination
strategies. Please send a 100-200 word summary of the
presentation and the form below to be received by 30
September 1993. For more information contact SBCI or
Dr. Shyam S. Nandwani, U. Nacional, P.O. 728, Heredia,
Costa Rica, FAX 506-37-6427.

TITLE ()F-PRFJSE NTATION

PRESENTER'S LAST NAME

FIRST NAME
FAX NUMBER WORK PHONE
HOME PHONE

ORGANIZATION/ INSTITUTION

STREET ADDRESS

STATE COUNTRY ZIp CODE

__ Please send more information about the conference.

I 'wish to present: (send a separate sheet for each)
__apaper __ adiscussion __aworkshop
__adisplay __ audiovisual materials

on the subject of:
__Solar cooker theoretical models. computer simulation
technology. adaptations for diverse applications
__Cultural. nutritional and economic issues of solar cooking
__Dissemination stralegies
__Varned uses of solar cookers
__ Other:




