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Asked If her family had problemsgetting
cookingfuel DonaElenaanswered,"Whenwe
can’t get woodwejust stop cooking." Elena
wasoneof 220 womeninterviewedIn
Hondurasand Bellzeasthe first activity of a
three-yearpartnershipprojectfundedby the
ThrasherResearchFund involving SBCI,
Katalysis,BelizeEnterprisefor Sustainable
Technologyand OrganizaciondeDesarollo
EmpresarlalFeminin ODEF, a women’s
village bankingprogramin Honduras.
Shortagesof woodandhigh costsof other
fuels In Hondurasoften makecooking
difficult. ManyInterviewedhad heardof solar
cookingandwere eagerto learnmore. Even
low-cost suppliesto build a cookerarehard on
their householdbudgets,but onegroupof
ODEFwomensetup a mini-loanfund to buy
materialsto build cookersandpayfor them
overseveralmonths. In both countries
schoolsarestartingto teachsolar cooking.
Both BEST andODEF havedevelopedsolar
cookingrecipesfor local foodsandarerefining
methodsto makecookersfrom adobeand
woodto withstandhigh humidity.

SEEKING SITES FOR
HOUSEHOLD
SURVEYS

Groupsthat beganintroducingsolarcooking
two or moreyearsagoandhavereachedat least
fifty householdsmaybe eligible for funding from
SBCI for householdinterviewssimilar to those
donethrough BESTandODEF In CentralAmerica
see‘Latin AmericaNews". Many projectsaretoo
briefandmostdon’t havefundsto evaluateresults,
but apparentfailurescanteachusas muchas
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successes.SBCI pools andsharesthe wisdom
from pastpromotionefforts soothersdon’t haveto
"reinventwheels." If you know of projectsthat
might qualify pleasesenda brief descriptionto
SBCI immediately,attentionBev Blum.

* NOT TO BE MISSED *

WORLD CONFERENCE
ON SOLAR COOKING
USE AND TECHNOLOGY

June19-20at the University of thePacific
In Stockton,California. Therewill bepapers
from four continentson diversetechnologies
and on patternsof spreadof solar cooking
aroundtheworld, exhibits, an Educators’
Roundtable,geographicalgroupdiscussions,
andvideoshowings. SBCI’s Fifth Anniversary
Dinnerwill be held Fridayevening,June 19.
Seeearly registrationflyer enclosed.

Canyou help us Identify thesewomen?
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
Q: What do the following haveIn common?

- teachersfrom Kenya,Singapore,Tanzania,
and Guatemala,

- "Fringedwellersof theSwanValley" - a
communityofAustralianaborigines,

- a groupof missionariesIn theCongo,

- a women’sself-helphealthorganizationIn
Lesotho,

- a communityeducationprogramIn Chile,

- the CentralTibetanPlanningCouncil,

- a relief project In Honduras,

- the InternationalWomen’sDevelopment
Assoc. ofAustralia,

- a developmentorganizationIn Bolivia, and

- individuals In Kenya,Philippines,
Trinidad, New Zealand,Beltze, Indonesia
and Mexico

A: We found requestsfor information from all
of the abovewhenwetallied oneweek’small to
SBCI for 7th PresbyterIanChurchschool
studentsin Cincinnati, Ohio, who donated
their missionoffering of $157. We’re glad
we’re ableto fill Information requestsfrom all
over theworld.

Eachweek’small brings otherrequestswe
aren’tyet ableto fill - requestsfor onsite
training andongoingconsultationfrom small
organizationsIn far cornersof theearth. We
alsoreceivejoyful lettersreportingenthusiastic
responsesto solarcookingdemonstrationsas
well aslettersof frustration,whereeager
efforts to Introducesolarcookinghavenot
yielded immediateresults. Theselatter letters
remindusthat thesimpletechnologyof solar
cookingis only a small partof effective
informationexchangeneededto empowermore
peoplewho maybenefitmostfrom solar
cooking.

This yearwe aregatheringInformation from
placeswheresolarcookinghasbeenknown at

leasttwo yearsagoto fifty or more
households.HouseholdInterviewsand
questionnairesto leadersof thelocal
organizationsInvolved In small, community-
basededucationalefforts will gatherthe
wisdom of thesefirst-handexperiencesand
helpothersavoid thecostsof "reinventingthe
samewheels." If you know of suchprojects
pleasecontactSBCI. Seealso"SEEKING
SITESFORSURVEYS."

Manyof theseprojectswill bereportedon
at theWorld Conferencein June. Hopeto see
you there.

BEV BLUM. EXECUTWEDIRECTOR

HISTORIC
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONFERENCE

Eightwomenleadersofsolarcookingprojects
madesolarcookinghighly visible at thefirst
internationalgatheringofwomenenvironmental
leaders,sponsoredby theU.N. Environmental
ProgramUNEP. Fivehundredwomen,including
218 from grassrootsprograms,discussedawide
varietyof environmentalproblemsandsolutions;
of 36 presentorson energy,threereportedon
solar cookingprojects: Did! Contractorfrom
India,Vilrna Sotofrom CostaRicaandClaudette
Wilmot from Jamaica.

Theyand five othersolar cookingactivists
- NanciinI Ghandi from India, Fitri Alni from
Indonesia,LeonardaCamachofrom the
Philippines.and Dr. BarbaraKnudsonand
Bev Blum from SBCI - met briefly for a first-
everworldwide meeting. They agreed,"It’s
nice to be one of the solutionsto the world’s
environmentalconcerns,especiallysincesolar
cookingIs useful and convenientfor rich and
poor alike." They alsohelpedwith three
workshopsand an exhibit by SBCI which
drewkeeninterest,and severalwere
Interviewedfor a Miami newsfeatureon solar
cooking.


