Solar Box Cookers International

Latin America/Caribbean
Network Begins

The first Latin American/Caribbean Conference on Solar Cooking
Use and Technology at Lake Yojoa in Honduras in June 1993
brought together 95 solar cooking leaders from 42 promoter groups
in 14 countries. Participants included community-based promoters,
environmentalists, researchers, educators, health professionals,
appropriate technologists and donors.

“The conference was most valuable for exchanging information,
and we are already planning future collaboration with other groups
we met there,” said Juan Arriaga Mora, Director of Sol de Vida, a
large, volunteer group of solar cooks that promote solar cooking in
western Costa Rica.

Small gmup discussions, exhibits of cookers and educational

ms  materials, and paper presentations covered cooker
technology and uses, health and nutrition issues,
and methods of promoting solar cooking. The
diverse group reached remarkable consensus in two
short days, noting a sense of urgency. As Jorge
Tzunum from Guatemala said, “Solar cookers
aren’t just useful for our returning refugees,
they are essential for their survival!”

Keynote speaker was Professor Shyam S.
Nandwani, of the Universidad Nacional, Costa
Rica. He was recently awarded that institution’s highest honor for his
outstanding contributions to Costa Rica’s development and culture
through his pioneer work in solar energy since his arrival from India
in 1978. He has overseen construction of countless solar appliances
and organized numerous international conferences on solar energy.
Dr. Nandwani is an SBCI Board member and also the Coordinator of
the next World Conference (see 2nd World Conference). (For Latin
American Network resolutions see MULTIPLIERS’ NEWS SWAP.)

This conference was sponsored by the Thrasher Research Fund,
SBCI, Katalysis: North/South Development Partnership, Organizacién
de Desarrollo Empresarial Femenino (ODEF) of Honduras, Belize
Enterprise for Sustained Technology (BEST) in Belize, Rotary Club of
Fresno, U.N.D.P — Honduras, and U.N. Science & Technology Women
in Development Task Force.

Shyam §.
Nandwani

SECOND CALL FOR PAPERS

SECOND WORLD CONFERENCE

(NOTE NEW DEADLINE - NOVEMBER 30, 1993)

The Universidad Nacional in Heredia, Costa Rica will host the 2nd
World Conference on solar Cooker Use and Technology from July 12-15,
1994, co-sponsored by SBCI and the University of the Pacific, USA. This
conference will continue exchanges of information begun in 1992 among
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African Resource Center
Campaign

Through SBCI, with your help, many millions of peo-
ple have heard about solar cooking and have actually seen
a solar cooker work. Interest in solar cooking is spreading
fast. However, we estimate that in the world today only
about one-half million people have been enabled to actu-
ally solar cook. Many more millions are now eager to
solar cook but don’t yet have clear guides for solar
cooking in their own language or an affordable cooker
(or the parts for building one) that is user-friendly and
works for their specific pots, climates, and family size.

We can do something about that: Many organizations
have started solar cooking promotion projects in the last
few years — building cookers, learning to use them to
cook local foods, and teaching others. They understand
local needs, cultures, economies and resources, and they
know the barriers preventing the wider spread of solar
cooking in their particular areas.

Limited resources don’t allow them to do much about
these barriers, but they are eager to collaborate to find solu-
tions. Africa region groups promoting solar cooking are hav-
ing small successes and express a strong desire to expand to
reach many more people. Many are asking our help to form
an Africa Region Resources Center. A center can develop:

* training, teaching guides and instructions for solar

cooking in local languages

* affordable cookers adapted to local climates, cook-

ing pots and building materials.
Only then will millions of people be able to use their
abundant sunshine to cook.

We are launching a special fund raising campaign for
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